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successful war. The task before us is to devote all
our strength to the maintenance of peace in Europe,
so that, within such an area of peace, it may be possible
for Germany's war-wounds to be healed.... Our
way is therefore clear before us; we must strengthen
our own national life by the advancement of peaceful
understanding."

These words are the centre-point of Gustav Strese-
mann's confession of faith. The policy to which he
was to give his name was not a policy of impotence
conceived under external compulsion, which he would
have modified or set aside had circumstances been
more favourable; he put it forward as the only policy,
the essential policy, imposed equally upon all peoples
by the needs of the world-situation, and indispensable
to Germany's interests. " The way to a new Ger-
many," he called the speech he made in Oslo, in which
he expounded the same point of view more cursorily
and perhaps with less lucidity.

There was for him one way only; not" for the time
being" or " under the given circumstances," but
absolute and indefeasable; the way that led to
European co-operation and the recovery of Germany
through the maintenance of peace. To this policy he
gave an ideological foundation. He began with a
contrast between the conceptions of nationalism and
world-alliance. He went a step further, and reached an
even higher level. " The comparison of national and
international co-operation as being in direct opposition
seems to me foolish," he said in Oslo. As he weighed
the two conceptions, his thoughts constantly turned
back to Goethe, and he sought for traits that might
reveal the ideal type of wodd-humanity, the final